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TRENDS & FORECASTING

A Year To Remember And A Year To Forget

By Nicholas West

As another year comes to a close, I would think it is common to
experience relief at what hardships we have overcome, mixed
with joyful remembrance of achievements both personal and for
our larger human community. Similarly, as a new year
approaches, it is a mixed feeling of boundless opportunity and
trepidation over the trends we see taking shape on the horizon.
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I would venture to say that 2022 marked a solid turning point as
the veil continues to lift in what some would deem to be a literal
apocalyptic awakening. Whether literal or metaphorical, the
signposts of past, present and future are becoming increasingly
easy to read, where they previously had been far more obscured
– deliberately, I would say.

I believe that this turning point is defined by many small actions
and reactions that have been building for many decades, but one
word comes to my mind when I think about 2022 and why I
believe it to be so foundational for what is to come — overreach.

This overreach is most often thought of in terms of the actions of
the ruling class, but it’s also playing out culturally each day among
the masses below. This all-encompassing overreach makes for a
maelstrom of competitive and childlike grasping for validation and
control which has the potential to be incredibly liberating, while
also being immensely dangerous.

I’d like to examine some of the events of 2022 that I want to hold
onto, and those which I believe would be of greater value to let
go.

Remember: The Mask is Off

When we begin to look at a valuable trend to remember from 2022
before diving into the specifics, we can begin with the most
general one – it’s the year that the mask of an elite that would
coddle and nudge its perceived children into certain behaviors has
been removed. Underneath is, at best, a stern taskmaster
broaching no disagreement; and, at worst, a potentially murderous
abuser. This mask has been slipping since the Covid-era began,
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and was a prime marker that I warned about in my first article on
the topic in 2020 (Issue 38). Covid offered the perfect
convergence of health, the environment, economics and most of
all the speech which would be permitted surrounding the
response by the ruling class. In that article, I pointed to the
warnings we’ve received over the decades that if we did not
willingly comply with the “suggestions” of elite overlords, there
would be a hard reset of humanity. And just a few short years
later, here we are.

In each of the areas covered below, there is no longer a
beneficent 1950s’ tone that “father knows best” – it’s now a return
to “children are meant to be seen and not heard” – a 15th-century
religious proverb foisted by those holding on to the feudalism of
the time. No place is more emblematic of this than China, which,
we’ve now been told openly, is a role model for the rest of the
world.

In banking, we formerly witnessed the open admission by the
“central bank of central banks” in 2021 to the former conspiracy
theory that CBDCs will be used for total control, including social
credit. So, it makes perfect sense that in 2022, Canada’s Freedom
Convoy was used to highlight – even in the supposedly
democratized West – how the denial of banking services will be
used to curtail any signs of an uprising. Not only will the
participants be financially canceled, but their supporters will be as
well. As we’ve outlined here many times, CBDCs make this type
of coordination infinitely easier than even the currently centralized
global banking structure.
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Probably not coincidentally, the answer to all of this – crypto – has
been exposed for its own centralization failures with the cascade
of exchange collapses in the wake of Sam Bankman-Fried’s FTX
corruption. There has never been a better time, as painful as it is
for many, to understand firsthand the vulnerabilities in the crypto
space. Many additional eyes are now open to how these scams
were perpetrated, and perhaps we have a whole new wave of
people who will properly search for the true value that crypto can
provide.

Encouragingly, in those countries where control over private
crypto has been forwarded most aggressively, namely China and
Africa, the population has rejected the government version,
correctly seeing it as an even worse proposal than corrupt private
enterprises. Naturally, this will result in an even bigger attempt to
crack down. In fact, just in, Nigeria – a populace which truly
understands how to use cryptocurrencies – is seeing its
government reduce daily ATM withdrawals to just $45 per day.
Nevertheless, the fact remains:

35% of the adult population in Nigeria – roughly 34 million
adults aged 18-60, own bitcoin or other cryptocurrencies. But
when it came to the country's Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC), the eNaira, it was a massive failure.

According to Bloomberg, only 1 in 200 Nigerians use the
eNaira - despite government implemented discounts and
other incentives, implemented as desperate measures to
increase adoption.
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These CBDC flops are worth remembering and understanding
that draconian proposals don’t lead to guaranteed outcomes.

Going forward, the CBDC “trusted” solution (read, imposition),
particularly in the West, will be instrumental in extracting even
more taxes for the ongoing wars … and wars yet to come. Aside
from easier sanctions, eventually populations that have had
enough of this blatant theft might choose a tax rebellion (wishful
thinking on my part, I admit) as the ultimate form of repudiation.
Governments likely believe that this will become impossible under
the new banking control grid.

The CBDC further dovetails with all we have begun to see
surrounding new levels of cohesion between environmental and
economic initiatives, best encapsulated in the ramping up of ESG
(Environmental, Social and Governance) regulations and
proposals. I will be doing a deep-dive next month on how the
upcoming year is set to be the full rollout of this massive
climate-banking model.

We should keep in mind the Dutch farmer protests as a front-line
indicator of how ESG and its minions will rapidly transform the
food supply chain, as well as personal property rights. The latest
in that fight is that 3,000 farms will be forced by the government to
be sold off. It’s a modern-day version of the Holodomor
collectivization efforts that left to the indentured servitude and
starvation of many millions in 1930s’ Ukraine. This is, again, the
mask falling away.

Speaking of protests, let’s remember that even the formerly
compliant and subservient can push back when pressed too hard.
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The unprecedented widespread uprising across China due to that
country’s lethal lockdown policies cannot be overlooked. Some
pundits have claimed these to have been influenced from abroad.
However, I believe that might be likely if confined only to a single
area, but too many reports (with footage) have come out showing
dozens of areas in disparate regions to convince me that it was
purely organized as a foreign destabilization effort. Let’s celebrate
the sentiment to overcome oppression at any cost. After all, as
James Corbett recently noted, it was an American who said, “Give
me liberty or give me death,” but it’s on display most obviously in
modern-day China.

We can also remember the apologies and amnesty requests from
Covid pseudo-tyrants who, in the beginning, would love to have
gone as far as China ultimately did. These low-level control freaks
can always be found throughout our daily lives, from our own
circle of acquaintances and co-workers to shop owners, to every
bureaucrat we have the misfortune of dealing with. During Covid,
they were given free rein to exercise their innermost tyrant. Now,
many of them would like to apologize. Great, let’s use their
apologies to recall exactly what they originally said (social media
is actually great for this!), because that initial reaction and impulse
was their truest one. If any of you feel compelled to forgive, please
do; but please do not forget, because there will be a next time for
similar decisions to be made, if not in the name of a Covid-style
health scare, then in the name of the new religion of Climate
Change. Perhaps a consistent reminder of this first sequence will
diminish their efforts the next time around. As it is, a younger
generation has had the veil thoroughly lifted, as seen in a solid
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“culture hack” of driving Tim Pool’s song “Genocide” to the top of
the iTunes charts. Incidentally, this is the real health scare.

As we wind down the year, we are in the midst of a political
scandal, part theater (as always) and part foundational for anyone
who embraces a modicum of transparent governance. The Twitter
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Files have been truly shocking to those with a firm belief in the
Constitution and electoral processes. I know, because I have
family members who have never remotely listened to my
conspiratorial chatter until now. Instead of shunning these people
as oblivious idiots and reminding them that “I told you so,” let’s
take the opportunity to finally have a calm discussion about the
history behind these revelations and how much deeper the Deep
State actually goes.

The technocratic intrusion into foundational political principles is
further epitomized by Elon Musk himself, whom Vin addresses
later in this issue. Is he a savior of free speech or a villain with
ulterior motives? Perhaps that’s the wrong question altogether, as
technology is quickly making the people behind the mask much
less relevant. Let’s remember and embrace humanity while we
still can before the Neuralink human trials begin.

At least the killer robot police force (covered here last month) has
apparently been stopped for now:
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There have been other stumbling blocks this year in the
technological rollout worth celebrating:

● REAL ID has been delayed again for another 2 years
● Remote learning is being called a big fail
● Lab-grown meat companies are struggling
● Alternative energy companies are going bust
● The Metaverse continues to flop
● Mexico banned GMOs
● Courts continue to push back against government

censorship
● Autonomous vehicle companies are failing
● FedEx and Amazon canceled their last-mile delivery robots

As we continue to see, the pyramid of global control is fragile –
with more interlocking parts than ever before; just one stone out of
place could bring down the entire structure. By remembering key
moments throughout the year, we can create an instructive
template to help remind others who have newly arrived with an
open mind to the ideas of our community. In doing so, we can
move forward with more clear-headed solutions.
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One of the most profound and long-lasting solutions is yet another
positive trend that continues to gain traction – alternative
schooling. This is where the real hope for a better society resides:
in the hearts and minds of a new generation so fed up with the
current trajectory that they’ve already opted-out into a new
paradigm. That network of alternative education driven by
entrepreneurship continues to grow:

Not only is parent demand for small, low-cost, personalized
learning options soaring, but the resources available for
founders are increasingly diverse and abundant.

Forget: Tactics of Intimidation and Fear

By this I mean all of the daily stories over the past year that have
no practical application and/or have not yet come to pass. Many of
these imaginings, proclamations, pronouncements and predictions
have little to no bearing on the reality of our day-to-day existence.
Most of these types of stories fall into the “Clown World Today”
category (great Twitter follow, by the way) and need to be treated
as such: obvious theater to be laughed at.

For example, it doesn’t matter that Alex Jones is expected to pay
a trillion dollars for his “hateful and harmful” speech, or that a
doctor could be on the hook for $500 billion for promoting vitamin
D and zinc during COVID – those sums will never be collected
and are designed purely to set a precedent that the reach of the
State is unlimited, and any individual – no matter how wealthy or
influential – can be torn down.

Similarly, should we be outraged and depressed that David Icke
was banned from the EU as a third-level terrorist? It’s noteworthy
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as comedy, because David himself doesn’t give a shit, so neither
should we. Are we supposed to go out into the street and protest
such overreach, to beg our overlords to return our right to travel
and speak freely? Hardly worth the energy. What we need to say
(while laughing) is “thank you” for once again dropping the mask
for all to see. Even people who continue to dismiss David as “the
lizard guy” thought that was an insane statement by the EU and
part of the overall clown show that politics embraces.

The real aim, of course, is to reinforce the old proverb: the tallest
blade of grass is the first to be cut. So don’t grow too fast, and
don’t grow too tall under this new system of rule. Of course, we
need to acknowledge these stories, but we can discard the clear
programming that is intended and not let them alter our mission
for a single moment.

Let’s also please forget “the science” – another year of endless
charts, statistics, graphs and tables which show this or that as
proof of what’s happening. It’s tiresome, pointless and statistics
lie, period. Our family members or friends with opposing views
and programming will not be persuaded with impersonal statistics
when they continue to deny what is happening to people in their
own backyard. It is much more helpful to discuss the personal
stories that we all now have which can at least plant a seed of
critical thinking and hopefully germinate.

Concluding Thoughts

The elite have demonstrated that they view the public as a morass
of unruly children who are to be scolded, disciplined and punished
in order to keep us quiet and obedient. The best way for us to
demonstrate that we are not part of the infantilized masses is to
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avoid kicking, screaming and lashing out with a temper tantrum at
the elite’s every move. Instead, we can calmly, rationally, and
intellectually observe and interpret their declarations so that the
impulses of fear, doubt and powerlessness don’t determine our
decision-making processes. “Fear is the mind-killer,” as Frank
Herbert reminded us, but it’s also the killer of the body and spirit.

The times ahead will demand our utmost maturity in how we
sidestep the slave grid that they have prepared and are now set to
roll out. We will continue to do our best to identify what they are
building and how to effectively counter their systems as we head
into a new year. With proper analysis and planning, let’s
remember that the challenges ahead can be overcome with grace,
compassion and decency.

What would you like to remember and dismiss from 2022?
We always love to hear your thoughts and suggestions in our
mastermind group.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Elon Musk Won’t Deliver “Free Speech”

By Vin Armani

Elon Musk is not your friend.

For more than a year now, I have been making this statement
publicly and regularly. I have no doubt that there are readers of
Counter Markets who are admirers of Elon Musk. I also know for
sure that there are readers who are detractors. As far as I can tell,
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very few of Elon Musk’s admirers or detractors have a sober view
of Musk’s orientation. In my article this month, I will endeavor to
provide such a sober view, through the lens of Elon’s approach to
Twitter and what he calls “free speech.” What is being overlooked
in the discussion about Musk’s takeover of Twitter? How does
better seeing that which we previously missed give us a clearer
vision into the global cultural situation unfolding before us?

Over the last three years, censorship on Twitter became
emblematic of the corruption and decay of our civilization.
Fittingly, the little blue bird became “the canary in the coal mine.”
In a very visceral way, people got to experience, over and over,
the repression of “misinformation,” particularly related to the
COVID hysteria, that later turned out to be true. Some of that
information was warning against certain medical interventions
that, in short order, turned out to be deadly. Censorship on Twitter
literally had become a life-or-death issue. Elon Musk, as he is
wont to do, accurately assessed the temperature of the public and
began a PR campaign where he presented himself as a champion
of “free speech.” He acknowledged that the lack of free speech on
Twitter represented an existential threat to Western civilization
and set out to purchase Twitter in what he presented as an
attempt to save both the platform and our society.

On its face, Musk appeared to be using his wealth to good end:
supporting the foundational tenets of liberal democracy. Those
who adhere to classical liberal values rallied behind him. The
authoritarian Right viewed his move as a blow against their mirror
images, the authoritarian Left, and similarly cheered the move. Of
course the authoritarian Left, who were beginning to be called to
task for their missing of the mark during the “pandemic,” viewed a
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Musk takeover with fear. A growing number of people were calling
for the heads of the COVID tyrants and Musk was saying that he
would let their voices be heard. None of the individuals, blinded
by ideology, was able to get a clear view of what Musk was really
trying to do, or who the man actually is.

Lately, I have been trying to explain to people that Elon Musk’s
modus operandi is to make you believe that the thing he wants to
do – a thing that is not in your own self-interest – was your idea in
the first place. Elon’s primary motivation is not money but power.
Specifically (and he has stated this many times), Elon Musk
believes that the current individuals and institutions that wield
power over society are stupid and that their stupidity is an
existential threat. I think that very few people will disagree with
that sentiment. Musk also believes that he is smarter than
everyone else and knows how society should be run and,
therefore, he should wield power. This is the presupposition of
every tyrant. If you listen closely to Elon’s statements, on just
about any subject, the idea that he should be given power over
key aspects of human life (because he is smarter than everyone
else) is the foundational axiom. Musk’s takeover of Twitter
provides us with a case-study of my thesis.

One of the first major blindspots for those who are both in support
of and against Musk’s buyout of Twitter is born from a belief that
Musk used exclusively his own funds to pay the $44 billion. It
turns out that dozens of investors – funds, individuals, and banks
– put money into the pot to be partial owners of Elon’s Twitter. If
we look at just a few of the top investors in the effort we see some
familiar names such as Sequoia, a firm that was also the lead

16



investor in the now-bankrupt scam that has also been in the news
lately, FTX.

It is curious that major venture capital outfits would invest in
overpaying – at 3 times the market capitalization of the company
– for a business that was rarely profitable and Musk himself said
was at serious risk of bankruptcy. If we view Twitter as a
business, Musk’s actions, then, certainly do appear to be
(politically oriented) altruism. However, if we view Twitter not as a
business, but for what it has proven to truly be over the last three
years, we can understand what that venture capital was buying.
Twitter is a weapon of war.
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Never in human history has there been a communication tool as
powerful as Twitter. The proof of this statement is in the pudding.
Donald Trump began the trend of heads of state communicating
with their citizens and the world primarily through Twitter. During
the Trump presidency, most media reports on “Trump’s
statements” were reports on his tweets. When Twitter banned his
account, Trump’s political power was severely curtailed.

Were it not for the monopolization of Twitter for the purposes of
spreading the lockdown and vaccine narrative – removing all
information that ran counter to that narrative – the last three years
would, no doubt, have turned out very differently.

Although there are other social media platforms, he who controls
Twitter effectively controls the hearts and minds of the world.
Musk has no problem with Twitter being wielded as a weapon. His
problem is that the people who had been wielding this
ultra-powerful tool were doing it in a stupid, inefficient manner. He,
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being the most intelligent and capable man on the planet, should
be the one entrusted with the power. Tolkien fans will be smirking.

Shortly before the Twitter takeover was made official, I tweeted a
warning that Elon Musk would not be ending censorship on
Twitter. In fact, I said, there would be even more censorship on
Twitter. The censorship would simply be more sophisticated than
it had been. How could I so confidently make this prediction? We
know Elon’s M.O.

Specifically, on October 27th, I said that Elon’s Twitter would not
suppress speech in the way that Twitter’s absurd Woke censors
had in the past, but instead Musk would usher in suppression of
reach, the ability for what you say to be heard. Three weeks later,
as expected, Musk, now in control of Twitter, tweeted out the “new
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Twitter policy.” That policy used the exact “speech” vs. “reach”
distinction that I predicted would be used by Musk as an upgrade
to his new toy.

Three days ago (as I write this) I posted a video where I
explained, in greater detail, the speech vs. reach distinction. I did
this because it was clear to me that people still were not
understanding. Within the last 24 hours of my typing these words,
Elon Musk suspended the account of Ye (formerly Kanye West),
in an almost inexplicable manner, for tweeting the logo of the
Raelian UFO cult (seriously, I’m not making this up) and also
tweeted the following update on the suppression-of-reach
campaign.
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Disturbingly, Musk boasts that his censorship regime targets “hate
speech.” Those of us who can still remember “The Great Before,”
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that long-lost time preceding March 2020, remember that the Big
Tech + Woke censorship narrative began with suppressing “hate
speech.” In just a scant few years, it had moved to suppression of
“misinformation” (read: “anything I disagree with”). In reality, there
is no difference between “hate speech” and “misinformation.”
Neither has a clear definition. It is always up to the whim of the
tyrant. Musk said that Kanye’s tweet of the logo of a little-known
UFO cult (that regularly praises Elon Musk and has awarded
Musk honorary titles) was “incitement of violence.” Why should we
expect that Musk’s definition of “hate speech” will be any less
absurd.

There is an important lesson for us to take away from the episode
recounted above: we must look, in a sober manner, at those who
seek to obtain power and discern their most likely motives based
on their past actions. The time for “picking sides” has passed.
Partisanship, in our current age, is the path to hell. Before
embracing someone as messiah or shunning them as villain, take
a breath, zoom out, and look at the broader picture. I will continue
to do my best to help in that effort.
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WEALTH

Best Gifts For Offgrid Independence

By Jeff Paul

When I meditate about the future, I see humanity splitting into two
distinct tribes – cyborgs versus natural humans. We already see
that divergence happening with the vaxxed versus the unvaxxed.
The zombie cyborgs believe the vax is an upgrade, while the
natural humans view it as poison.

A similar divergence will likely occur as AI, brain chips, and
autonomous objects take root. The cyborgs who adopt them will
view it as an upgrade, while the natural humans will increasingly
shun technology. It will be a choice of comfortable captivity versus
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hard and dangerous freedom. Most will choose comfort and they’ll
probably make enemies of the “savages.”

We gotta give props to the Amish. They have created a fairly
successful alternative system to the Matrix that doesn’t have them
suffering too much. Yes, they do more physical work than most of
us, but they’re much more free and independent.

Forget the future, right now I fantasize daily about running to the
hills to get away from the control grid. To throw away my SIM card
and Internet connection. To find a cabin in the mountains to ride
out the next 20 years in peace with a garden, a library and some
crafts. To make an honest living serving the local community and
making things IRL (in real life).

But, alas, I have a family. And they shake their heads when I
suggest this plan. There is almost no way they would give up their
phones and Internet connection. I admit it would be extremely
difficult for me to give those things up, too. But I’m Gen X, the last
generation to remember the time before cell phones and the
Internet. Heck, I remember a time before cable TV. I used to read
actual books. Lots of them. Now I listen to them on Audible, on
1.5 speed, like Neo jacked into the Matrix learning Kung Fu. Oh
shit, am I becoming a cyborg?

How would we know when we’ve been captured by the digital
Matrix? What step is too far? A brain chip? How would we know
when to “run for the hills?” Already our smartphones track, trace
and database everything about our lives. We are already
mainlining an unending stream of digital dopamine that will be
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hard to quit cold turkey. Much of our income is still dependent on
an Internet connection.

An instant shift to a fully offgrid situation seems unlikely to
succeed. The Amish are successful because they’re a community
with strong faith and highly talented and productive individuals.
They also utilize various levels of technology depending on their
denomination. And they’ve been living that way for centuries.

While I concede that family and community is the primary key to
surviving outside the Matrix, I often think about items that could
make offgrid independence more feasible.

As we have mentioned in many past issues, new technology has
made independent living much more realistic and comfortable.
From improved solar power and battery tech to much more
efficient homes and one-touch appliances. With its boundless
information, the Internet empowers people to learn the skills
needed for independence and make a living from home.

But in the spirit of the Amish, there are some good timeless
lower-tech items critical for offgrid independence. It’s important
to slowly acquire these things. They also make perfect gifts.
Like all good gifts, the items on the list below are things people
often wouldn’t buy for themselves because they cost more than
adequate alternatives. But these items last so long that they
become heirlooms.

So, in the spirit of giving this Christmas, here are some awesome
gift ideas for off-grid independence.
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10 Best Gift Ideas For People Who Love Independence

● Gränsfors Bruk Scandinavian Forest Axe
● Lodge Enameled Cast Iron Dutch Oven
● Gorilla Carts
● Ironclad Rocket Stove
● Barebones Hori Hori
● Home Accents Rain Barrel
● YETI Tundra Haul Cooler
● Goal Zero Lighthouse 600
● Barrina Full Spectrum Grow Lights
● DeWalt Electric Chainsaw

Gränsfors Bruk Scandinavian Forest Axe
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A good axe is a useful tool for off-grid living. A great axe is a
valuable family heirloom. The Gränsfors Bruk Scandinavian
Forest Axe is considered one of the best. It is hand forged in
Sweden. The website bills this model as “ideal for felling larger
trees and for limbing a felled tree. The long handle also gives
more power to the cut.”

Popular YouTuber Cody Wranglerstar is a forest firefighter and
skilled woodsman. He’s done dozens of videos reviewing axes
and hatchets. In this video, he explains why the Gränsfors Bruk is
his absolute favorite.

The Gränsfors Scandinavian Forest Axe costs $239 on Amazon
and a little cheaper from other retailers.

Lodge Enameled Cast Iron Dutch Oven
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Enameled cast iron dutch ovens are extremely useful cookware
because they can be used for a huge variety of stove-top meals
and oven cooking. They are durable and fairly easy to clean.
Households are not complete without at least one of these dutch
ovens.

You could easily spend hundreds on a dutch oven, but the Lodge
Enameled Dutch Oven is only $79 right now on Amazon.
Normally $133, the Lodge dutch oven was voted best overall by
the Food Network after they reviewed 14 popular dutch ovens.

And, frankly, any Lodge cast iron cookware makes a good gift for
those who appreciate quality cooking on stoves, in ovens or over
open flames.

Gorilla Carts
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Every homestead needs a Gorilla Cart. Don’t let your loved ones
settle for a crappy wheelbarrow or garden cart with plastic wheels.
Gorilla Carts are heavy duty and far superior. The model above,
the “Poly Garden Dump Cart” has no-flat tires and a 600-lb weight
capacity. This cart would be invaluable to the casual gardener or
hardcore homesteader alike to move compost, mulch, rocks,
plants, tools and so on.

Gorilla Carts offers different models from $109-$560 on Amazon.

Ironclad Rocket Stove

The Ironclad Rocket Stove makes it fun and easy to cook outside
using firewood. Boil water or cook an entire meal using a handful
of sticks. This rocket design makes for an efficient, low-smoke
stove that is useful for camping or emergency situations.
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There seem to be the same stoves with different private label
brands available on Amazon. They all have similar good reviews.
This one is currently $129 and “Amazon’s Choice.”

Barebones Hori Hori Garden Knife

I have a Barebones hori hori and I got one for my father for
Christmas a couple of years ago. He doesn’t go out to the garden
without it. It’s a great garden multitool for transplanting seedlings,
removing stubborn weeds, cutting through roots, or hammering or
cutting anything in the field. And, if the end of the world comes, it
can make a helluva spear head.

They have cheaper versions on Amazon but they are garbage
compared to the Barebones model which is heavy duty, more
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durable and much more attractive. The Barebones Hori Hori with
sheath is currently $69 on Amazon.

Home Accents Rain Barrel

This is an attractive 50-gallon rainwater collection barrel that
comes turnkey with a debris screen and faucet. For a little bit
extra, it comes with a stand that elevates it off the ground to
ensure gravity flow. It is designed to look like a classic wood
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barrel which looks much nicer on the side of your home, garden
shed, chicken coop or barn. It is made of durable, food-grade,
BPA-free, UV-stabilized polyethylene.

You can pick up these barrels at Home Depot for around $100.
The model pictured above with the stand costs $191 on Amazon.

YETI Tundra Haul Cooler

A YETI cooler is something your sons will fight over if you don’t
specifically allocate it in your last will and testament. For years I
used free styrofoam coolers that came with Omaha Steaks or
something similar when the need arose. However, my son
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recently got a YETI and it is an ABSOLUTE UNIT! They keep
food and drinks cold for a long time and they’re practically
indestructible. And it came in very handy when our refrigerator
died this week.

If you’re gonna buy a cooler as a gift, why not get the best? YETI
makes water bottles and every size and style of cooler
imaginable. But the YETI Tundra Haul Cooler is the most valuable
as a tool for offgrid independence. It’s perfect for parties, family
camping, fishing, hunting, RVing, boating and so much more. It’s
a cooler, work countertop, and bench seat all in one. This exact
cooler sells for around $400-$450. Smaller models are less
expensive.

Goal Zero Lighthouse 600 Lantern

Now we’re getting into stuff with a bit of technology. No Amish are
reading this anyway :) Lighting is extremely valuable in blackout
or offgrid situations. There are A LOT of cheap crappy LED
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lanterns for sale. They’re not very bright, versatile or reliable. The
Goal Zero Lighthouse 600 Lantern is by far the highest rated.

The Lighthouse 600, as its name indicates, is a 600 lumen lantern
for multidirectional light. It is ideal for camping, RVs, boats and
offgrid living. It charges fast from solar, USB, or its hand crank
which boasts 10 minutes of light for every 1 minute of cranking!
The brightness of the lantern is adjustable, varying its range from
2.5 hours at full brightness to 320 hours on low. The lantern has a
built-in battery bank to charge phones and other devices from it.

The Goal Zero Lighthouse 600 normally sells for $70, but is
currently $55 on Amazon.

Barrina Full Spectrum Grow Lights
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Jack Spirko from the Survival Podcast often recommends these
Barrina grow lights. He uses them to grow hydroponic veggies
indoors. I first bought these lights about 3 years ago on his
recommendation and have used them everyday since. I used
them to grow several crops of dank flowers ;) and many heads of
lettuce. They have never been turned off in 3 years and they’re
still going strong. I like them so much, I bought them for my
father’s birthday and I got another set for myself that I have yet to
deploy.

These Barrina Full Spectrum Grow Lights are simple to set up,
strong enough to flower cannabis and gentle enough to grow
lettuce. Because they’re LED, they are energy efficient and do not
get warm. This 6-pack of their 4-foot lights is normally $100, but is
currently $80 on Amazon.

DeWalt Flexvolt 60V Battery Chainsaw

Last but not least is one of my favorite tools – the DeWalt Flexvolt
60V Battery Chainsaw. It’s so useful around the home.
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I own the 16-inch bar version, but they also have one with an
18-inch bar as well. I bought this brand and model after watching
many review videos. The DeWalt outperformed other popular
electric chainsaws in almost every notable category. It’s simple to
use, quiet and surprisingly effective. It’s powerful enough for
moderate homestead work and the battery lasts about an hour
with steady work.

The DeWalt 16-inch chainsaw kit with a battery and charger is
around $350 almost everywhere, including here at Amazon.

Merry Christmas gang!

36

https://www.amazon.com/Lithium-Ion-Cordless-FLEXVOLT-Brushless-Chainsaw/dp/B07VJWXQJF/permacultucom-20


BITCOIN & SILVER REPORTS

Bitcoin prices dropped a little further last month, dipping from
about $21K at the start of November, all the way down to $16K
about 10 days into the month. Since then, prices have bounced
around in a very narrow range, between $16K and $17,300.
Currently, we’re pressing up against the upper range here, trading
at about $17,150.

As we completed last month’s newsletter, the FTX collapse
happened, taking the entire crypto ecosystem down with it. For
those of you who aren’t aware, FTX was the golden exchange. It
processed billions of dollars’ worth of trades per day, and
custodied crypto funds for many large-scale institutions (like
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BlockFi, for example). They spend millions on stadiums, Super
Bowl ads, celebrity endorsements, and they donated unreal
amounts of money to politicians, second only to George Soros.
The leader of FTX was Sam Bankman-Fried (SBF), who helped
Congress draw up the legal framework and regulation for crypto
and decentralized finance. He donated enough money that he
was actually able to help write the laws for the crypto industry. He
was widely regarded as a savior of sorts, as he stepped in to
financially backstop one product after another when they ran into
liquidity issues. He was more or less untouchable, until his fortune
went from $15+ billion to near $0 practically overnight.

It seems whenever there’s a poster child for success, the crypto
industry makes quick work of him. We’ve seen it with CZ and
Three Arrows Capital, Do Kwon and Luna/Terra, and now SBF
with FTX. There are countless others who have come and gone
before these leaders in prior cycles as well. Daniele with Frog
Nation, Frisky Fox with DeFi Kingdoms, etc. The takeaway here
should be that anytime an individual is riding high in crypto, and
the masses have all joined in to sing the same song, it’s almost
guaranteed to be a wiser move to look for an easy exit rather than
joining the chorus. Sure, you might miss the pico-top, but it
definitely beats hanging on until the collapse.

Given the magnitude of this collapse, it’s actually quite shocking
that Bitcoin didn’t fall further than it did. The support at $16K is
very strong here, and shows that even in the face of one of the
worst meltdowns we’ve seen, there’s still a lot of demand for
Bitcoin, from both consumers and institutions.
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In the last mega collapse, we saw Facebook, Visa, MC, PayPal,
and others all jump ship from their crypto plans. We saw
brokerages put their crypto plans on hold. We heard doubts about
the viability of the entire ecosystem. This time around we’re
hearing nothing like that. If anything, institutions are doubling
down on their crypto development, bringing more trading products
to everyday customers. We’re seeing crypto offered in more
401(k) and retirement accounts, and we’re hearing about more
trading desks opening up, and more funds launching.

It looks like $16K is a desirable enough price point that many big
players are willing to accumulate Bitcoin as a long-term hold here.
In addition to the price support, we also have our first indication
from the Federal Reserve that they are slowing the pace of
interest-rate increases, from 75 basis points to 50. This is the
news the market has been waiting for, as it shows we’re
approaching the end of this rate-increase cycle. We may have a
couple of more raises at 50, then some at 25, then a holding
period of unknown length, but the point is that the worst of the
raises are behind us. Money managers know that risk-on assets
are the place to be when rate reductions finally come back, and
they’re starting to get positioned for that day now.

We will see more volatility in the weeks and months ahead, as the
fallout from the FTX collapse likely isn’t over. We don’t know the
full extent of the collateral damage here. Customers on FTX are
likely wiped out. Investors in FTX are wiped out. Any institution
that loaned money to FTX isn’t getting paid back. And anyone that
used FTX to custody their liquidity is wiped out. BlockFi declared
bankruptcy shortly after the collapse, as FTX custodied the
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Bitcoin for BlockFi users. We still don’t know who else is secretly
insolvent here, and it’s likely other large players could still fall.

Despite this risk, we believe that buying Bitcoin at these levels will
still look like a wise move a few years down the road. Our advice
remains the same: sit back and ride out the volatility with Bitcoin,
and focus on the long-term picture.

For those of you who don’t own any Bitcoin, or want to buy more,
this pullback is one of the best opportunities we’ve had in some
time. If you’re looking for a simple way to get started with Bitcoin,
you can easily buy it with many user-friendly apps like Cash App,
PayPal, Venmo, and many more. Coinbase is by far the most
popular exchange, and allows for easy purchases from your bank
account.

Once you have made your Bitcoin purchase, we suggest you
withdraw the coins to your own wallet and self-custody your
cryptocurrency. Hardware wallets like Ledger Nano or Trezor are
the most secure way to hold your assets.

Silver Update
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It looks like silver wasn’t quite ready for a breather, as prices
continued to surge last month. We started off Nov around $19 per
ounce, and moved steadily higher all month long to about $23.75
per ounce today. We’re looking at a 21% move last month, on the
heels of a 16% move off the lows in the prior month. Total we’re
up 32% here in the last 2 months, which is pretty extreme for a
typically slow-moving asset like silver.

These types of sudden moves are sort of the norm for precious
metals like gold and silver. They are largely ignored and forgotten
about, written off as old news, too slow, and no longer relevant,
until one day the crowd sees a 10-15% jump in price, and the
large money follows. Given the normally low trading volume in
silver, it doesn’t take much to move prices 1-3% per day here.

The next stop is hard to predict. Silver is definitely due for a
breather, actually more like a pullback. But, on the other hand,
prices are taking out previous resistance levels without any
trouble, and both money managers and the financial media are
taking notice, which could entice more traders and speculators
into the trade. Looking at the charts, the next obvious resistance
level is at about $25.50, so any short-term traders can keep an
eye on that level.

The Federal Reserve slowing the pace of interest-rate hikes
appears to be a positive for silver. In reality, any moves from the
Fed can be interpreted both ways for silver. On the one hand,
silver is supposed to be a hedge against inflation, so slowing
interest-rate hikes means inflation is slowing, which could point to
less demand for silver as a preserve of purchasing power. On the
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other hand, we’re approaching an end to the rate-hike cycle,
meaning a rate-reduction cycle would be next. Rate reductions
are good for economic growth, they free up capital, they speed up
the money flow, all of which points to higher demand for silver as
it’s used in a tremendous number of industrial applications.

Ultimately, any moves by the Fed – while they may be cited by the
financial media as the reason that silver is surging or crashing –
aren't really worth paying any attention to. Long term, however
(meaning 10+ years), the current economic environment is of little
to no consequence. Silver has been a tremendous store of value
for thousands of years, and we see no reason that role should
change.

The gold-to-silver ratio in our last issue came in at 79. Since then,
it has dropped even more, down to 76. This isn’t as attractive as
the 91 we saw a couple of months ago, but it’s still up there
compared to the long-term average of about 60. If silver were to
hit about $30 per ounce, without gold budging, then gold and
silver would be equally attractive. But at a ratio of 76, silver is still
cheap relative to gold.

Buying silver at these levels is likely to be a very wise long-term
decision. If you want to be greedy with your entry, you could
probably wait on the sidelines here and jump in after a 10-15%
pullback, as one is definitely due. If the current price levels of
roughly $24 per ounce seem too high, it’s likely we’ll see $21-$22
in the not-too-distant future. If you’re a long-term holder, though,
it’s likely that a couple of dollars per ounce isn’t even on your
radar as something to be concerned about.
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Our advice is to continue to sit tight and let time do the heavy
lifting. Everything is still in place for a great multi-year run for gold
and silver; we just need to be patient and accumulate more on the
dips.

The premium-to-spot price in the physical market is still very high.
Prices for American Eagle coins are going for about $18.25 over
spot, meaning you’ll pay about $42.00 for a coin with $23.75
worth of silver content. That’s a whopping 77% premium to spot,
and we can’t suggest you buy bullion at these levels. Historically,
it’s always better to be a seller of bullion coins when premiums
are this high, as opposed to a buyer.

If you’re in the market for physical bullion and can’t wait, we
suggest looking at coins like maple leafs, kangaroos, krugerrands,
philharmonics, and other non-US coins. They contain just as
much silver, but sell for about a $7 per ounce premium instead of
$18.25.

If you don’t have any physical bullion, but still want exposure to
any price moves higher, look at PHYS or PSLV – both trade just
as easily on any stock exchange.

For those of you who don't mind paying these high premiums,
we’d encourage you to shop from a trusted supplier at Money
Metals Exchange.
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DISCLAIMER

This newsletter is not investment, legal or tax advice. The
information contained here is for educational and entertainment
purposes only. If you are considering a significant investment into
any assets or strategies mentioned here, it is best to consult a
licensed professional. No links will contain affiliates that make
costs higher for subscribers.
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