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TRENDS & FORECASTING

How to Opt-Out of the Covid Civil War

By Nicholas West

Anyone who has been remotely interested in independent media
over the last couple of decades has probably heard the
occasional warnings of impending violent civil war in America
(usually around election time). However, behind the hyperbolic
declarations has been what Jeff Paul has previously referred to as
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a Cold Civil War, meaning that the ideological divisions which
have plagued modern American culture have less overt violent
consequences and tend to play out in the soft tyranny of the
masses if we find ourselves on the “wrong side” of their
imposition.

Jeff was spot-on in November of 2020 when he discussed the
various political fault lines that tend to provide easy cultural
divisions for media and politicians to prey upon. At the time,
COVID’s potential to become fully ingrained into our culture and
economy only offered some shots across the bow, nothing
concrete that might spur someone to take violent action against
their neighbor. Unfortunately, we are beginning to now see a clear
ramp-up of restrictive measures that are having more
demonstrable consequences to our economy and general liberty.
Moreover, both the cheerleading for these measures and the
pushback are rising in equal measure, providing new concerns
about a modern civil war that takes on unique characteristics.

So, whether or not a civil war is ever declared, or even looked
back upon as a recordable event, we are in the midst of
something that is beginning to turn toward severe internal strife
with all the hallmarks of ugliness and violence that the term civil
war entails.

Firstly, it’s the government itself that has created a functional state
of anarchy – by that I mean the rules and laws most people
believed they were living under no longer apply. AIthough I long
for a day “without rulers,” I’m also a realist who accepts that there
must be a strong philosophical underpinning among a community
of individuals to make that work. Instantaneously pulling the rug of
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law and order as it is being done now will result in chaos.
Constitutional protections are gone and courts are now ruling
against basic human rights which were promised to have been
enshrined since the founding of the country. We see this
manifesting in policies that are pitting vaxxed against unvaxxed,
tenant against landlord, private business against public services,
employees against employers, and entire states against one
another – all of which is guaranteed to generate more conflict the
longer this persists.

To make matters worse, the media in its mandate to promote as
much viewership (or clicks) as possible knows that conflict, crisis
and fear sells. And a political machine behind it all thrives within a
dominant two-party system that has long paved the way to hit
cultural triggers as needed in all of the ways that Jeff outlined in
our present Cold Civil War.

A core problem is that much of the population has shown that,
regardless of their proclaimed political affiliation, their real
allegiance is to the State itself. Now, as the State fully abandons
at least half of them, it will become an existential crisis among
people who already have given their minds over to fear and can’t
find reassurance from their trusted authority. Fearful masses are
bad enough, but fearful masses running around aimlessly are
infinitely more dangerous, especially when their resources and
rights have been stripped. As Gerald Celente often says, “When
people have nothing left to lose, they lose it.”

We’re starting to see early signs of a Cold Civil War turning hot as
various mandates are going into full effect, signaling that we’re at
the point beyond the carrot and we’ve reached the stick, which
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only makes the division in society even clearer and increases the
chances of violent confrontation. Now that the primary division in
society is focused on the human body as an instrument of
infection and death (in essence, a weapon), we have entered
potentially much more treacherous waters.

A snapshot of the news just from the past month illustrates what
might be brewing as the language of lethality is rising, segregation
is openly encouraged, and force is expanded in myriad ways
upon the non-compliant and their children.

● Failure to vaccinate increases risk to others as much as
drunk driving

● You Know Who Else Opposed Vaccine Mandates? Hitler
● Nurse Whistleblower Upset that Her Doctor and Nurse

Colleagues Want Unvaccinated People to Die
● Portland Urges Imposition Of Sanctions Against Texas
● Majority of Trump Voters Now in Favor of Seceding from the

Union
● HALF of vaccinated Americans say they are hesitant to

spend the holidays with unvaccinated family or friends
● More Than Half Of US Companies To Impose Vaccine

Mandates, New Survey Finds
● New York BLM Leader Promises National ‘Uprising’ Over

‘Racist’ Vaccine Mandates
● Florida landlord says tenants must get coronavirus vaccine:

‘You don’t want to get vaccinated? You have to move.’
● CNN poll: America turns irate, glum - 74% say they are “very

or somewhat angry”
● COVID rules could be catalyst for domestic “terrorists”
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● 90,000 Educators Beg Biden: We Need FBI Protection From
"Mobs" Of Parents Irate Over Mask Mandates

● Brooklyn restaurant altercation over vaccine
● Tourist Attacks NYC Restaurant Hostess Over Vaccination

Proof To Dine
● Washington State Is Hiring ‘Strike Team’ For Secured

Isolation/Quarantine Facility
● CNN’s Don Lemon: It’s Time to Start Shaming “Stupid”

Anti-Vaxxers or “Leave them Behind”
● It Begins: Woman in Renal Failure Denied Life-Saving

Procedure Because She’s Unvaccinated
● (Historian) Ken Burns Says Current Times ‘Equal’ to Civil

War, Depression and World War II: ‘It’s Really Serious’

I could easily have included a couple dozen more. Meanwhile, as
the hatred and opposition builds, the State becomes more
powerful. Barry Brownstein has penned an excellent article about
why totalitarian regimes promote hate. Hatred is an integral
component on the path toward a final solution of turning the
eradication of ideologies into the eradication of people. As history
shows, when this stage is reached, all bets are off as to how bad
it can become.

So, as we look for solutions to individually opt-out, it’s wise to
always keep in mind that fear and hate are tools of the State.
Clearly, the vaxxed think the unvaxxed are an imminent threat to
their lives; and now I’m even starting to see a ramp-up of the
unvaxxed saying that the vaxxed are basically shedding their
experiment onto them, so now they are an imminent threat. This
fear turns people into instinct-driven animals that will claw and
most likely kill in order to survive, especially if it means
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outsourcing the removal of undesirables to their government. A
first line of defense is to de-escalate our rhetoric, while offering
constructive ways we can end-run authoritarianism.

Strategies

Be mindful while using social media – Since so much of how
we interact and perceive the world is done through social media, it
can often lead us to believe that it properly reflects the full state of
the world and how we should relate with one another.

If you have to engage with social media, at least get out of your
preferred echo chamber so that you can attempt to understand
other viewpoints and how opposing narratives are being
promoted. It is a good way, I find, to get a bird’s eye view and stay
as dispassionate as possible when trying to gauge the lay of the
land. We also need to acknowledge that the people we encounter
on these platforms might not even be real. If they are, chances
are decent they are not behaving as they would in a face-to-face
discussion.

Of course, I still think social media is a valuable tool for real-time
communication about world events and ideas, but its format also
promotes division and conflict. There is very little chance of
having a nuanced debate in a few hundred characters written
quickly and probably in some stage of agitation. Add in blatant
propaganda videos, as well as increasingly sophisticated deep
fake technology, and social media can give a very distorted view
of what is really happening outside our own door, all while
physically drowning users in dopamine.
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James Corbett recently offered salient points relating our current
predicament with the “search for truth” that fractured alternative
media after 9/11. It’s part and parcel of a well-planned cognitive
infiltration agenda that can entrap nearly anyone if we don’t
maintain our vigilance.

Along these lines I would also suggest reading How to Lie with
Statistics (especially with your children). This book illustrates the
basics of how to divide a population with the “facts.” If there was
ever a time to dispel the truth of statistics it is while we are being
bombarded daily with the latest “science.” It is extremely useful to
understand how data sets are manipulated to show alarming
spikes (like the infamous hockey stick graph to show global
warming). Once all official statistics are treated with mistrust, it is
much easier to maintain one’s emotions in the face of whatever
imminent disaster is being predicted.

Strengthen your immune system – I know, Captain Obvious
here, but most people don’t acknowledge how complex our
immune system really is and how diligent we have to be to
maintain its optimal performance. Firstly, people with a strong
immune system could care less about vaccines, or even talking
about vaccines. Mandates are a different story, but first is to get
ourselves in the proper physical and mental condition to ignore
the health part of the debate altogether.

Nothing irks me more than someone drinking a bottle of Jack and
smoking two packs of cigs a day, while being 100 pounds
overweight, telling me about the dangers of COVID – or the
dangers of vaccines for that matter. Leading by example is a good
start in making whatever health case you’d like to put forward.
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There is also not much value in believing that immune system
support is only megadosing Vitamin C while forgetting about
proper sleep, organic nutrition, hydration with pure water, holistic
dentistry, reasonable supplementation and sun exposure. For
those who might have underlying genetic deficiencies (I’m prone
to blood clots, for example), added lifestyle alterations need to be
accounted for to keep ourselves fit.

Stress the system (protesting) – Obvious and aggressive
demonstrations of your position, especially if deliberately entering
a space you know to be hostile, makes it very easy to be
identified and pursued. Moreover, this often does absolutely
nothing to positively influence those around you, but rather serves
as a justification to invoke State violence against you.

Fortunately, we have begun to see people of conscience
peacefully refusing to comply with mandates despite the individual
consequences. Whether it is entertainers who refuse to appear at
venues that require vaccines, or people who refuse school and
business mandates, these measures offer a visible impact in the
aggregate.

Non-compliance has led to the most restrictive areas like New
York, for example, entering crisis mode to fill positions in
healthcare and education, most prominently, but also throughout
the supply chain as employment is massively disrupted. While no
one should be rooting for a total collapse, it highlights various
points of unhealthy dependence that can open the door to more
fruitful entrepreneurial solutions.
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Another peaceful showing of solidarity is occurring with
businesses in New York that are openly advertising a statement of
non-discrimination.

Although this puts a direct target on those establishments, it can
remind others to take a stance for what should be a natural state
of justice when discrimination is in vogue again.

In other areas of the world, we are seeing the rise of picnic
protests. This is brilliant, as it actually introduces a festive
atmosphere into the process of resisting vaccine passports, as
opposed to going head-to-head with riot police or arguing with
every restaurant you wish to enter.
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These are just a few of the creative ways that we can stress the
system without relying upon far more complex and political
strategies like “red state non-compliance” or even smaller
nullification efforts. But if that is your approach, I always like to
highlight the Tenth Amendment Center as being exemplary in the
area of legal strategies.

Entrepreneurial solutions – “Change through Commerce” is
how Jeff Paul phrased it in his article from Issue 44 about the
value of buycotts vs. boycotts. In essence, it is the representation
of your principles via the free market. Everytime we trade with
cryptocurrency, for example, we demonstrate our values, while
further strengthening parallel structures that offer protection from
tyranny.

As Jeff stated at the time:
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Choices in the market are a reflection of freedom. As
government takes more control of the economy, choices will
decline. For instance, the response to the plandemic is
resulting in fewer choices as countless small businesses go
bankrupt. With fewer choices, boycotts and buycotts could
have an even larger impact than when customers are
overwhelmed by variety.

This is absolutely what we are seeing play out; and if we view all
of this as an opportunity, we can again move away from fear and
become emboldened through direct action that does not have to
be confrontational and contribute to civil unrest.

A wonderful example of entrepreneurial solutions to the rapidly
collapsing healthcare system was put forth in a 7-point plan by
Murray Sabrin at the Mises Institute. Now has never been a better
opportunity to see this flourish. I encourage everyone to read the
details, but here is the outline of personal responsibility, direct
cooperation and simplicity it offers vs. the coercive and
convoluted system we have today:

1. Direct Primary Care — Restoring the doctor-patient
relationship.

2. Transparent versus distorted pricing.
3. One stop shopping at local non-profit clinics.
4. Direct Contracting.
5. The 3-tier household medical care budget system.
6. Voluntarism And Mutualism.
7. Distributed Knowledge.
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I would also recommend revisiting Jeff Paul’s article on how
entrepreneurs and freelancers can save thousands with these
healthcare alternatives.

A new parallel workforce is also likely to gain steam out of
necessity. In the Corbett video on picnic protests cited above,
James mentioned a website called RedBalloon that provides a job
board which states as its mission:

We connect employers who value freedom with employees
who value it too. We envision a world beyond cancel culture,
where employees are free to work... without fear that they
will find themselves on the wrong side of their employer’s
politics.

That’s it. No agendas, politics, or drama. Just work.
Interested? Let’s create that world together.

Questions? Comments? We’d love to hear from you!

Email us at CEO@RedBalloon.work

This is an outstanding example of how we can peacefully opt-out
of a discriminatory economy. It’s an extension of all that we
continue to promote each and every month here at Counter
Markets – disrupting tyranny while ensuring that people thrive
during the transitional chaos. Intentional communities (as we
covered in Issue 42) and Freedom Cells of all types that can link
into larger networks if the need arises will be increasingly valuable
to those of us who have drawn uncrossable lines in the sand.

As Vin recently tweeted:
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Have a Bug-Out Plan – Finally, although it’s not a pleasant
thought, being prepared for the very worst is essential in being
fully prepared.

Jeff Thompson at The Organic Prepper recently acknowledged
the potential for America to slide into a “hide your Jewish
neighbors” scenario that could result from the plague-ridden
unvaxxed witch hunts that some are promoting. If you’d like to
learn about creating a true prepper hideout/bunker, I highly
recommend his article as a perfect starting point.

Even if we don’t get to such a drastic position, we can alleviate
fear and stress by having an orderly plan for evacuation. Perhaps
it’s a relative or friend in another area, or just a local mutual aid
group for like-minded communication and safety in numbers.

Concluding Thought

We often hear the philosophical musing of “what if there was a
war and no one showed up?” Well, in this Covid Civil War, we
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really don’t have to be “there.” By avoiding the clear areas where
this Covid Civil War is being waged, we can greatly increase our
chances of avoiding injury or destitution. Now is not the time to
invite additional conflict, as it is sure to lead to more destruction.

Now is the time to #BuildTheArk...

Would love to hear your suggestions in our Telegram group.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Solution vs. Vision

By Vin Armani

Our tagline here at Counter Markets is “trends and strategies for
maximum freedom.” I have referenced this motto many times in
my own articles, but understanding the difference between
“trends” and “strategies,” and how they apply to the sovereign
entrepreneur is crucial to getting the most not only out of your
subscription to our newsletter, but getting the most out of your
time as an entrepreneur.
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When we provide strategies, most often we are presenting
specific solutions to specific problems. When we describe trends,
we are offering a vision of the future and identifying possible risks
and opportunities on which we believe it is worth focusing
attention. In this article, I will explore the difference between
entrepreneurial endeavors focused on “solution” and enterprises
focused on “vision.”

When you read a Counter Markets article that is offering a
particular strategy, you are getting our well-researched opinion on
the best solution to a given problem. In many cases, those
solutions are offered by manufacturers (of products) or service
providers. Most businesses with which we interact on a daily
basis are solutions-focused. The gas station solves the problem
of running out of fuel in your vehicle. The grocery store solves the
problem of running out of food in your refrigerator. The water
utility company solves the problem of running out of water in the
middle of your shower. Such businesses can be highly profitable,
scalable, and sustainable. However, the offering of the business is
generally quite straightforward. Someone wants to buy bananas
and your store stocks and sells bananas. Businesses that are
focused on solutions improve the lives of their customers (if they
didn’t, those businesses would be bankrupt).

When you read a Counter Markets article that details a trend, you
are getting our vision of the world to come. We have a pretty good
track record of accurately predicting what is coming down the
road, but we have blindspots just like anyone else. Companies
that don’t just improve their customers’ lives, but alter the world as
we know it, are companies that are vision-focused. In our
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lifetimes, the industry that has produced the most notable
vision-focused companies is the “technology sector.” The
collection of the most successful of these visionary enterprises
comprise what we call “Big Tech.”

When we look at the history of the most powerful and profitable of
the Big Tech companies – Facebook, Amazon, Apple, Netflix,
Google (FAANG) – we note that the “problem” their initial product
or service solved was not really a problem that anyone knew they
had. When Apple began selling its first machine, almost no one
had a personal computer and no one thought that was a problem.
When Amazon first started offering mail-order books through its
website, very few people had a problem acquiring the books they
wanted from a physical book store in their local area.

The FAANG companies are also notable because the solutions
(to problems no one knew they had) that they have created have
decimated solution-focused industries that had existed for
decades or centuries before being culturally displaced by the
FAANGs. Apple obliterated the record store. Amazon destroyed
the book store (and altered the data center landscape). Netflix
shuttered the video rental store and many movie theaters. Google
and Facebook forever changed the publishing industry (writ
large).

The solutions that these companies provide today look very
different from their initial product or service. Twitter is not
generally listed within the FAANGs, although it should be. Twitter
began (when I first joined in 2007) as a mass SMS platform. The
current Twitter offering doesn’t feature SMS messages in any
way. Solution-based companies seek to provide people what
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those people already desire. Vision-based companies seek to
forever alter what people desire in the first place.

One pitfall that I have seen so many entrepreneurs make is
confusing the nature of their enterprise. You are virtually
guaranteed to fail if you run your solution-based company like a
vision-based company or vice versa. One heuristic for knowing
which type of venture you are engaged in is to ask one simple
question:

“Who is asking for this?”

Let’s use an example of the nearly a decade that I lived in Las
Vegas to illustrate the power of the above question. Everyone
knows Las Vegas gets scorching hot in the summer. However,
Las Vegas, contrary to what many people think, gets quite cold in
the winter. There were years where my swimming pool froze.
Every year, right around late April, people begin to turn their air
conditioners back on after a winter of disuse. For the next 30 days
or so, there is a backlog of work for A/C repair people. Phones
are ringing off the hook as components fail and people sweat it
out in their homes and businesses. People are asking for air
conditioning repair. Heating, plumbing, and air businesses are
solutions-focused.

Let’s suppose that you developed an entirely new form of roof
that, through some miracle of modern technology, would eliminate
the need for air conditioning units altogether in any structure in
which such a roof was installed. This would be a massive savings
(I had electric bills of nearly $1000 a month for a single family
home in Las Vegas during summer) and improvement in many
aspects of life for both individuals and society as a whole in warm
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climates. But is anyone searching your company out, sight
unseen, with no marketing on your part, and frantically asking you
to install your roof on their house? Probably not. You have a
vision-based enterprise. In order for you to be successful, you
don’t need to solve a problem people already know they have,
you need to change the value hierarchy of society as a whole.

If you have a solutions-based company and you behave as
though you are a vision-based company, you will be ineffective at
serving customers. Instead of focusing primarily on your offering
(that people are already seeking out), you will introduce unproven
innovations that have no current demand in the market. If you are
already making sales of a product or service, or if you began your
business because you saw a strong existing demand (for a
product or service) and a lack of supply, your strategy for success
is to expand your offering, primarily focused on existing
customers, without too much innovation. Retain your clientele and
cater to their desires with ever increasing efficiency.

If you have a vision-based company and you behave as though
you are a solutions-based company, you will never find “product
market fit” – you will not be able to develop a product or service
that acts as a catalyst to change the structure of desire in the
market. Over and over I have seen budding entrepreneurs
building an innovative, but substantially different, product that they
perceive as better than what is currently available in the market.
When you ask, “who is asking for this?” The answer is, “No one.”
The best thing such an entrepreneur can do is scale way down.

Jeff Bezos, in starting Amazon, had a grand vision for
ecommerce. From the start he wanted to build a company that
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sold literally “everything.” He has accomplished that. Amazon is
one of the greatest and most impactful projects in human history.
But Bezos, at first, built a company that only sold books and
nothing else. Why? Physical bookstores obviously have a limited
amount of space and therefore a limited inventory. When Bezos
began Amazon, the most popular books were always available in
popular bookstores; but if a customer wanted a book that was
less popular or more rare, they would need to have the bookstore
order that book for them from a publisher or distributor. For avid
readers or academics, this process was familiar. People were
asking for books to be ordered for them, but they were asking the
bookstores to do it. Amazon short-circuited that process. Why ask
the bookstore to order the book, which you will then need to go
and pick up? Place your order online and Amazon will deliver that
book to your house.

The product wasn’t the book. The product was convenience. In
hooking into this initially small and not immediately visible market,
Bezos bootstrapped the Amazon behemoth. If you watch the
trajectory of Amazon’s expansion, this idea of “selling
convenience” (as opposed to the actual products) really underlies
the enterprise. Once you’re hooked on the convenience of
Amazon Prime, your value hierarchy (and what you demand in
the market) is forever changed. Building a successful
vision-based company means seeing the trends years (or
decades) in advance, and crafting a strategy to bootstrap the
company that manifests your entire vision from the smallest of
seeds, a minimum viable product.

At the end of the day, as entrepreneurs, our task is to make the
world a better place. When we are operating as we should, we
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make our fellow human beings happier and healthier. We help
manifest a world with less scarcity and more abundance. Whether
we do this with a solutions-based enterprise or a vision-based
approach, there is great meaning and purpose to be found in a
sustainable (read: profitable) business. Identify which type of
venture you are engaged in and frame your actions around that
understanding.
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WEALTH

10 Digital Assets To Create or Invest In Besides Cryptos

By Jeff Paul

Bitcoin broke through $50K again this week. The price may soon
exceed the previous all-time high of around $64K from April
earlier this year. If that happens, we could see Bitcoin and other
cryptocurrencies go through a parabolic phase where major coins
more than double in a short time. As exciting as that may be, I’m
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slowly taking profits again by trading crypto for other assets –
including other digital assets.

Although cryptocurrency has captured most of the attention, there
have been valuable digital assets well before Bitcoin came
around. Today, these digital assets are still thriving and they may
provide more opportunities to profit than crypto.

First, it’s important to recognize that cryptos are a relatively
passive investment, while most other digital assets are not.
Crypto investors HODL and wait for others to add value or for
government currencies to fail. They hope “number go up” without
any action on their part – similar to holding stocks. Most other
digital assets aren’t entirely passive. They may require work to
create them, or they may require regular maintenance, but
because of that they also offer the potential to directly add value.

Here are 10 digital assets to create or invest in besides
cryptocurrency:

● Domain Names
● Social Media Handles
● Code
● Niche Websites
● Ebooks
● Courses
● Audio/Podcasts
● Music
● Videos
● Photos
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Most people don’t view these as assets. They haven’t realized yet
that everything they do on their phone or computer either
becomes a digital asset or a digital liability. They think their
photos, videos, texts, audio outtakes, Facebook posts, etc. don’t
have value. But tech giants wouldn’t host that data at great
expense if they weren’t valuable. At minimum, they are valuable
to friends and family, advertisers, the social media platform itself,
and law enforcement agencies.

When you understand that all digital content can be assets or
liabilities, you can easily leverage and monetize those assets.

Below is a more detailed look at each of these asset classes with
current resources to exploit them.

Domain Names

This week I bought a premium domain name for $986 using
Bitcoin Cash (BCH) at NameCheap.com. It’s not my first premium
domain name, but it’s the first for a business in real life instead of
online. Over the years we’ve acquired many premium domain
names with the intent to build income-producing websites in the
future. But most domains just sit idly in my GoDaddy account. I’m
not even actively trying to sell them.

Today there are so many variations of domain name extensions
(the last part of a domain name) that the value of top-level
domains have been held relatively in check. However, most
serious businesses or organizations prefer a clean “.com” domain
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name and almost all obvious choices are already taken.
Therefore, there’s a premium for the most concise top-level
domains. They are desirable scarce assets.

There are some very successful domain name investors and
flippers. They depend on volume. They buy and sell a lot of
domains. There are also investors who buy domains they intend
to use for a website. I’m sure there are some long-term holders,
too, but there are risks to that. In my case, I only have about 30
domain names that I don’t currently use. They are in niches that
interest me. I’m currently holding them with no immediate plans to
sell.

Whether you have plans to build websites or not, investing in
domain names could be profitable.

Tips for buying valuable domains:

The quote “you make your money when you buy, not when you
sell” very much applies to investing in domain names. You want to
find highly desirable names that will also appeal to others.

● Short and concise names
○ Target short and clear domain names.
○ Most valuable domains in the past were names like

sex.com, pets.com, and money.com.
● Expired domains with backlinks

○ Buying expired domains with backlinks offers
opportunities for instant traffic or boosting SEO for other
sites you control.
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○ Spamzilla.io: excellent tool to search expired domains
($37/mth).

○ ExpiredDomains.net: free tool to view recently expired
domain names.

○ Banned by Google? Make sure the domain is not
flagged or banned by Google.

○ Check URL on Wayback Machine to view its history.
● Local domains

○ Buy state or city specific names like
WashingtonDentist.com or SeattleDentist.com.

○ Combine the name of the state or city with a profession.
○ Many of these can be found unregistered for minimal

cost.
● Tools

○ GoDaddy appraisal tool.
○ NameBio: domain sales history.

Once you acquire domain names, here are the best places to sell
them for a profit:

● Afternic
● Sedo
● Flippa
● eBay

Social Media Handles

There was once a battle for the ownership of the @Bitcoin Twitter
handle. The original owner was a very early Bitcoiner. When
Bitcoin forked to Bitcoin Cash in 2017, the @Bitcoin owner was a
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public supporter of Bitcoin Cash. This pissed off the BTC maxis
so much that they petitioned Twitter to remove the handle from its
owner and give it to Bitcoin maxis. The handle was repeatedly
banned due to targeting. One day, Twitter bizarrely took the
handle from the owner and gave it to some random account. After
much outrage, it was returned. Then, a few months later, the
handle all of a sudden started promoting maxi language leaving
people to wonder what happened. According to Roger Ver, who
knows the original owner, he had been hacked and lost all his
bitcoin, and he sold the handle because he needed the money.
He didn’t disclose the amount, but it had to be substantial.

I tell that short story to display how valuable a single social media
handle can be. People will fight over them. Very premium handles
may have value without activity, based on a strong handle name
alone, but not-so-premium handles that are actively growing their
followers and engagement are also valuable due to their reach.

The benefits of buying a seasoned social media account with
active followers are that you have instant clout, can drive traffic to
your websites, and you can make a new brand appear to be
popular.

Warning: Social media giants can ban your account at any time
for any reason. Keep that in mind when dabbling in this “asset”
class.

Markets to buy and sell premium social media accounts:

● FameSwap.com
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● SocialTradia.com
● ACCSMarket.com
● SWAPD.co

You can even buy and sell video-game profiles/accounts at
PlayerUp.com.

Code

Vin (Cyprian) is constantly preaching “protocols not platforms” as
part of his #BuildTheArk hashtag. Protocols enable users to take
an action without a middleman. As such, they’re a way to ensure
more freedom online. If a platform can censor you, ban you or
take away your handle (as they all did to a sitting US president),
you don’t “own” your account. Additionally, as long as a
centralized platform exists, it is susceptible to warrants and other
probes by authorities.

A protocol simply performs its function, whether it’s to pay an
invoice or post a message. And, today, because of
cryptocurrencies, you can build protocols that send a fee to your
address when people use it. As such, protocols can be assets
with residual income.

To learn more about profitable protocols, start with Vin’s course
BitcoinMysterySchool.com.

Niche Websites
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Niche websites are another great digital asset that can provide
cash flow. The niche website model is to buy or create a blog
about a specific niche, create high-quality evergreen content
(50-150 articles targeting SEO phrases), market posts through
social media and ads, and then turn on monetization like ad
networks and affiliate ads.

Once the niche site achieves a certain level of organic search
traffic, which usually takes about 6-12 months, it earns consistent
revenue with little to no maintenance. Think of it like building a
digital home and collecting rent once it is fully constructed.

I have had direct success using this model. So I can personally
confirm that it is viable. However, it takes consistency which we
have failed to do with Coinivore.com. And yet that site still has
revenue trickling in.

An excellent resource for learning this model is Scott Voelker’s
podcast and Niche Properties course.

Ebooks

Ebooks are digital assets that can earn income while you sleep.
And, if the content is evergreen, meaning it is as entertaining or
useful in the future as it is now, it could deliver you revenue
forever.

Ebooks can focus on any topic or genre. They can be fiction or a
how-to manual. They can be cookbooks or full-blown textbooks.
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Or they can be a printable coloring book. Your imagination is the
limit.

Because it’s unlikely that a new book will organically explode in
popularity without marketing, this asset is not entirely passive. To
be successful, you will need to do marketing and other customer
service related maintenance.

Obviously, Amazon.com is the premier place to sell ebooks.
They’ve made self-publishing to Kindle so easy anyone can do it.

Courses

Do you know how to tie knots? Or refinish wood floors? Do you
have something useful to teach people? I bet you do. Why not
teach a course around your expertise to a camera? Much like
ebooks, an evergreen digital course can provide residual income
for the rest of your life.

Here are some resources to create and sell your digital course:

● Udemy
● Skillshare
● Teachable
● Kajabi
● Thinkific

Audio/Podcasts
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Evergreen audio content is another valuable digital asset. This
may be in the form of podcasts, audiobooks, sound effects tracks,
etc. Current events podcasts are very popular but they rarely get
re-listens years later, making them a perishable asset, whereas
podcasts dedicated to learning something useful or provide pure
entertainment tend to get new listeners and re-listeners all the
time.

For example, podcasts like “Start-Up” by Gimlet or “Hardcore
History” are well-produced, entertaining and informative
evergreen content. They’re binge-worthy assets that will remain
valuable forever.

On-demand high-quality audio content will continue to grow in
popularity because most people can’t pay attention to a screen all
day, but they can listen. In other words, audio content is
potentially a bigger market for busy people versus video content.

My suggestion would be to ditch the idea of a news podcast and
thoroughly plan out a 6-12 episode miniseries. This could be a
how-to series, a rich entertaining story, or whatever you can
dream up. Create it with the vision of being a forever asset. Make
a storyboard, write the script, voice the scenes, add sound
effects, etc. Produce something you’ll be proud of. Chances are it
will be valuable to others.

Too many tools to recommend. Find audio equipment and editing
software that works for your needs. You can host your files at
places like Buzzsprout, Spreaker or Podbean. The top audio
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publishing platforms are iTunes, Stitcher, Spotify, TuneIn, and
Google Play.

Music

All music is a digital asset, too. Although it is impossible to stop
people from making copies of music and all other digital content,
you can control how, where and when you release music. As the
large distributors have proven, people will pay for music
especially when it is made conveniently available.

Platforms like YouTube, Spotify, or Amazon make it simple to
launch and profit from independent music. And not all music
needs “fans” to be profitable.

For example, most people have never heard of Bensound but
he’s likely one of the most successful independent artists online.
He sells background and themed music for video producers via
membership at his site Bensound.com.

Videos

Videos, like all of the previous forms of digital content, can also be
assets that provide perpetual revenue if they’re timelessly useful
or entertaining. I’m repeatedly amazed upon finding very poor
quality how-to videos about random subjects with millions of
views on YouTube. Some of them can barely speak English and
they have revenue-generating assets.
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I have no doubt you can make better videos with little to no
training. But if you put in the effort to storyboard and script your
videos, learn some basic editing techniques, and combine it with
royalty-free videos and music, you can produce highly valuable
assets.

No surprise that YouTube is the primary platform for video assets,
but I would also consider Odysee, which is monetized with
cryptocurrency.

Photographs

The most successful photographers online create portfolios of
timeless themes, products and scenarios that they presume will
be written about in news and blog articles for the foreseeable
future. As daily publishers of content ourselves, it is always a
challenge to find related images, especially at royalty-free sites.
But often even premium images are inadequate for many topics.
Find the gaps within niches and fill them with high-quality images.
It only takes a few photos to become popular for them to deliver
nice returns.

Here are the best places to sell your images:

● Getty Images
● Shutterstock
● Alamy
● iStock
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As we increasingly seek alternative assets, many have been
sitting right under our nose this whole time. Everything you post
online (besides private communication) is potentially an asset or
liability. You have the opportunity to be very deliberate about what
and where you post to maximize the potential value of your digital
assets. Check out the resource links in this article and start
imagining your next asset!
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BITCOIN & SILVER REPORTS

Bitcoin prices started off around the $47K range last month, and
drifted gradually lower to about $42K. After bouncing around that
range for several days, prices shot up sharply to the $55K range
we’re at today. We took out last month’s high of $52K without any
problems, so all eyes are now on the $62K range to see if we can
break through the all-time highs.

The pullback after breaking through the $50K barrier last month
wasn’t too bad. Prices came down about 20% and repeatedly
tested the $42K level, then the rally resumed without hesitation.
This is the type of price action that can create a buying frenzy,
especially when we get closer to the $62K mark. We’re seeing
breakout, consolidation, breakout; and should Bitcoin lead the
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way to all-time highs, that would be tremendously bullish for the
entire crypto ecosystem.

On the news front, Bitcoin prices got a boost when the US SEC
office announced they have no plans to ban cryptocurrency. Not
that they ever could ban it in the first place, but the official word
that they aren’t going to attempt it appears to have reassured
many crypto investors. At this point, the level of institutional
involvement in the future of crypto is rather large; so, if anything,
the lobbying arms of these mega-corporations are going to push
for allowing crypto, as the fees being earned here are of
tremendous value to the banks.

Interactive Brokers just released crypto trading to all of its retail
customers this week, starting with BTC, ETH, LTC, and BCH.
They have over $232 Billion in assets under management, and if
even a small portion of that makes its way into BTC, we’ll likely
see prices spike as a result.

There's been a fair amount of optimism and enthusiasm with
regards to Bitcoin lately, as it was able to shrug off the crackdown
in China without much trouble. Over half of the mining power was
turned off almost overnight not long ago, and China shut down
nearly all the crypto-to-fiat offramps that existed in the country. In
a matter of weeks, new mining operations popped up all over the
world and the concentration of mining power that existed in China
got dispersed across dozens of countries, making the Bitcoin
network even stronger.
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In addition to that, we’ve had a fair amount of stock market
turbulence lately, with the S&P pulling back significantly on
several days in the past couple of weeks. Typically, Bitcoin tends
to move in the same direction as the stock market, especially
when there are large selloffs like we’ve had recently. However,
Bitcoin has completely ignored the traditional markets and has
continued to march higher, despite large-scale selloffs in the
equities markets.

We also have news from Brazil that they are interested in
following in El Salvador's footsteps. There’s currently a bill up for
debate that could allow the country to recognize Bitcoin as a legal
currency. While it’s only at the debating stage currently, this does
show that other countries don’t want to be left behind should
Bitcoin continue its climb.

Our advice with regards to Bitcoin remains the same: sit tight, ride
out the volatility, and focus on the long-term picture. Adoption is
increasing, demand is increasing, utility is increasing, all while
Bitcoin supply is not. When the demand outpaces the supply, the
only outcome is higher prices.

The decentralized finance movement is really picking up steam
lately, with chains like Polygon, Avalanche, and Fantom all seeing
billions of dollars of capital moving onto them. In most cases the
assets are bring bridged over from Ethereum, as users can trade
all the same ERC-20 tokens, and interact with the same DeFi
protocols (AAVE, Sushiswap, Curve, etc. ) but pay transaction
fees that are pennies rather than $50-$300 on Ethereum. In just
about every money market, Bitcoin can be used as an asset to
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borrow against, so many users are locking up their BTC as
collateral, taking even more liquid BTC out of the market.

For those of you who are holding Bitcoin, just continue to sit tight
and enjoy the ride. For anyone who doesn’t have any Bitcoin yet,
this is still a great chance to accumulate some. All-time highs
aren’t too far away from here, and should they get taken out, the
sky’s the limit.

For anyone interested in earning 8-10% on a USD stablecoin, or
6% on Bitcoin, please visit this link and sign up.
https://countermarkets.com/crypto

For those of you who don’t own any Bitcoin, we suggest using
BlockFi to take your first position. They’ve recently added support
for ACH transfers, and they offer a nice signup bonus and interest
rate in Bitcoin and several other cryptocurrencies. Be careful with
your position sizing; don’t invest more than you’re comfortable
losing. Also expect major volatility, with possible price swings of
50% or more in a matter of days.

Silver Update
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Silver continued its decline last month, dropping from about $24
at the start of the month, to around $22.50 today. At one point,
prices were all the way down to $21.50, which was actually the
lowest point they've been in the last 12 months.

For the past 15-16 months, silver has been trading in a range
from about $22.50 on the low end, to about $28 on the high end.
The recent dip to $21.50 did break the low end of that range, but
prices quickly bounced back, so it’s not a clear breakdown yet.
Assuming the trading range holds, we’re in a good spot to
accumulate more here and wait for the next wave up to the $28
range. On the other hand, if we do break out to the downside,
prices could fall back to the $17.50 level pretty easily.

There hasn’t been much of a catalyst to warrant the bearish price
action in gold and silver lately. The Federal Reserve did talk about
winding down portions of its stimulus package; it could be that’s
all it takes for investors to throw in the towel on gold and silver.
However, even with the winding down of some stimulus, we still
have the best macro environment in decades for gold and silver.
Interest rates are dirt cheap, inflation is picking up faster than
most are prepared for, and free/easy money policies are still in
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effect. It’s a near-perfect environment for precious metals. It
should simply be a matter of time before gold and silver get
moving again. The other hypothesis is that precious metals are
no longer fulfilling their role as protectors of purchasing power.
That suddenly the position they’ve held for 1000s of years is now
invalid.

Granted, price action has been lackluster lately, but it’s far too
early to conclude anything like that with regards to gold and silver.
Moves in these markets are measured in multi-year time frames,
so if one wanted to make the case that gold and silver had lost
their role, they’d probably need 50+ years of data to make a
convincing case.

So, assuming gold and silver are going to continue being
long-term hedges against inflation, our view on precious metals
remains the same: just sit tight and let time do the heavy lifting.
Everything is in place for a great multi-year run for gold and silver,
we just need to be patient and accumulate more on the dips.

The premium-to-spot price in the physical market is still quite
high. Prices for American Eagle coins are going for about $14
over spot, meaning you’ll pay about $36.50 for a coin with $22.50
worth of silver content. That’s a 60% premium to spot, and we
really can’t suggest you buy at these levels. Even junk silver coins
are going for premiums of $8 per ounce or about 35%, which is
about 5-6x higher than average. Historically, it’s always better to
be a seller of precious metals when premiums are this high, as
opposed to a buyer.
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If you’re in the market for physical silver and unwilling to wait for
premiums to come back down, there are far better options if you
look at non-US coins. As we mentioned last month, Australian
Kangaroos and Canadian Maple Leafs are selling for about half
the premium that American Eagles are, about $4-$5 per ounce
instead of $14. These coins are 99.9% silver, and contain just as
much silver content as the Eagles, but they cost about $9 less per
coin. If you’re looking to acquire physical bullion, these coins offer
a far better value for the time being.

Looking at the gold/silver ratio – in our last issue it came in at
73.8. At the time of this writing, it’s up to 77.7, so a decent
increase over last month, meaning silver is getting cheap again
relative to gold. The 20-year average of gold to silver is about 60,
so silver is starting to pull away from the long-term average. While
it’s not the screaming bargain it was over a year ago when the
gold-to-silver ratio was near 100, a ratio of 77.7 does make silver
more attractive than gold again. Should we get back into the
80-90 range, silver will definitely be in the strong buy range.

The stock market has been making headlines lately, with large
scale selloffs, followed by snapback wonder rallies. Volatility is on
the rise for sure, and investors/traders seem quick to rush to the
exits at the first sign of panic. While there hasn’t yet been a flight
to safety resulting in precious metals prices surging, the
conditions are definitely in place for that to happen.

If you don’t have any physical bullion, but still want exposure to
any price moves higher, look at PHYS or PSLV – both trade just
as easily on any stock exchange.
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If you’re in the market for physical bullion we suggest you wait
until spot prices have come back to earth. For those of you who
don't mind paying these high premiums, we’d encourage you to
shop from a trusted supplier at Money Metals Exchange.
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DISCLAIMER

This newsletter is not investment, legal or tax advice. The
information contained here is for educational and entertainment
purposes only. If you are considering a significant investment into
any assets or strategies mentioned here, it is best to consult a
licensed professional. No links will contain affiliates that make
costs higher for subscribers.
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